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Inspiration 
HE poet sat with pen in hand, 
His heart was filled with woe ; 
HAPPY THANKSGIVING 


Winter was upon the land, 
And rimes were coming slow. 


He squirmed about upon his seat, nla iS te, EN 


And rubbed against a splinter ; SOMEHOW, IN THE OLO DAYS, TH 
He yelled, while jumping to his feet, DESERTED, GRISLY OLD PLACE CRE Beaton WAS A 
“Hooray! that rimes with winter.” EVERYBODY CALLED IT A HAUNTED HOUSE ti abe 


—Garland Hesson. 


AFTER THEY'VE 
EXPELLED YOUS 


by Art Sansom 


THE BORN LOSER 
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DIFFERENCE 


WO lovers walking down the street; 
She trips. He murmurs, “Careful, sweet.” 


The Wind Now wed, they tread that selfsame street ; 
3 a She trips. He growls, “Pick up your feet.” 
—Cliff Walters. 


and 


the "Come, little leaves," said the wind one day 
se ai "Come over the meadows with me and play. 

Put on your dresses of red and gold, 

For summer is gone and the days grow cold." 


by 


“YOUR CONSCIENCE SHOULD 

HAVE TOLD YOU SAID OLD 

__ FARMER MATE, 

“THAT IT WAG VERY WRONG 

_OF YOU TO STEAL MY GATE? 

=/ TDHOSOBBED THE LITTLE 

LAD AS HE WIPED ATEAR, 

“BUT | WAS TAUGHT NOT TO 
BELIEVE EVERYTHING 

I HEAR.” 


Awormee O6e Soon as the leaves heard the wind's loud call 
Shae Ebb ies Down they ceme fluttering one and all. 
Over the brown fields they danced and flew 


courtesy Singing the sweet little songs they knew. 
Florence Dancing and whirling the little leaves went, 
ea 2 Winter had cslled them anda they were content. 
MOVE AC ROS Soon, fast asleep on their earthy beds, 


The snow laid a coverlet over their heads. 


bpp tenting Ae Mh) LED EEE YS eNO DES 
Old Folks Concert 
'nder Auspices of Sunday Scho! 
DV YaT Sidhe 


lov. 8, 1942 B00 P.M. THE TWO OF 45 
ata 7 
tckct 27¢ Tax 3c Total 30¢ - 93 
ft. on a A) Lace ee ree Oe eS OS 


deve is a copy of an old ticket sponsoring 
anneert of local talent nearly 40 years ago! 


DO recall the days when the Nash family 

were most vocal and harmonized to make the 

} ring ? Harold was a tenor. Beatrice 
soprano lead while Gladys came in strong 
alto. The "Girls" were the main stay 
surch choir of long ago. How they added 
when a chorus of other voices joined in. 


was a lot of fun going on in the old 
-11, Didntt need no outside entertainers 


daysSe 2 


OVER THERE (Cohan) 
When George M. Cohan first tried out his new song 


“Over There” at an army camp shortly after the 


United States had declared war on Germany in 1917, 
the response was apathetic. The song did not really 
seize the public imagination until Nora Bayes sang it 
in her vaudeville act. Then 2 million copies of the 
sheet music were sold, as well as more than a million 
recordings, some by such unlikely performers as 
Enrico Caruso and Ernestine Schumann-Heink. Its 
appeal was summed up by Col. Walter Elliott when he 
said, “There is the whole arrogance of the strength of 
the New World in its lines.” A quarter of a century 
later, early in World War II, Cohan was awarded a 
special medal by Congress for writing “Over There” 
and “You're a Grand Old Flag.” 


f | @ 
REMEMBER (. T=RE Look: ong 


George Me Cohan was the famous author and 
composer of this World War I piece.A most th 
gifted Irishman. Born July 4, 1878. Died 


during the second World War in 19.2. “The Mountaineers’ entertained at 
many social events. 


"Over there, over there. Send the word, 
Send the word over there--that the Yanks 
are coming, the Yanks are coming with 
drums rum tumming everywhere. 

So prepare, say a prayer. Send the word, 
Send the word to beware. 

We'll be over, we're coming over and we 
Won't come back 'til it's over, over there. 


Johnny get your gun, get your gun, get 
your gun. Take it on the run, on the run, 
on the run. 

Hear them calling you and me. 

Every son of Liberty. 

Hurry right away, don't delay, go today. 
Make your Daddy glad, to have had 

such a lad. 

Tell your Sweetheart not to mind 

To be proud her boy's in line. 


So prepare, say a prayer. Send the word, 
Send the word to beware. ; 
We'll be over, we're coming over 

And we won't come back ‘til it's over, 
Cver there." 


ae 


] : 
It's the Little Things eee Belles Charter raised funds by holding 


ee a a 


"Tt's the little things that mean so much, 
A friendly smile, a comforting touch, 

A card, a call, a thoughtful deed, 

A helping hand in time of need. 

It's the little acts of sharing, giving, 
That add great joy to daily living." 


Unknown. 
Remember 
these in 
169 ? 
Wasn't it 
just 
yesterday 
Cin? eaten & 


You don’t have to be too old to remember ‘Howdy Doody.’ Why did it 
Typical couple depicting an era during 3 leave the air? This was one of the few children’s programs which often 
the Town's early history. had a lot of adults watching. 
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"Sounds of September" 
(Sweet Adelines) 


This was a noted LADIES Quartet from 
Franklin that performed in our area. 
Faye Delaney of Bellingham sang the lead 
part. Judy Crandall, Tenor; Am Rezendes, 
Bass and Nancy Jordan, Baritone. All from 
Franklin. 
In 1979 they favored us with a large sele- 
ction of beautiful songs rendered in a 
style that rivalled a male quartet. In 
fact, the harmony was of a superior qual- 
ity that had a "sweetness" to it that no 
male voice could ever achieve ! How we 
wish that with this page we could include 
a recording of this heavenly sound. Come 
to think of it, aren't all Angels of the 
charming sex ?? 
As befitting this special season of 
Thanksgiving here is a song of gratitude 
for "music" that this lovely quartet fea- 
tured among the many songs they gave to 
our eager, listening ears. 


Thank You, Dear Lord, for Music 


"Thank You, Dear Lord, for music 
To inspire us as we go along. 
Thank You for bringing us all here 
together 
share in the wonder of beautiful 
song. 
You, Dear Lord, for friendship 
To fill us with radiance within. 
Touch every heart with a magic of harmony. 
Thank You, Our Father, again and again. 
Thank You, Our Father, -------------- AMEN." 


To 
Thank 


May they continue to be a blessing and a 
delight to all those who enjoy and savor 
beauty in song. This charming harmony 
will linger on for posterity to enjoy as 
it was recorded on tape. We greatly 
appreciate the opportunity given to us 
to make this recording possible. 

"Thank you, LADIES, again and again." 


ST ee 0 YY BCs YY SY SY SY OY A SC 
Sy tT se 3% 7" we os se Use Oe UE OU OUS ~ 


se 4% 
Grist mill gear--Box Pond 


This gear was sal- 
vaged by Ruth 
Spieler aided by 
Mr. Minnis. 
Has been on display 
in the library. 
Just imagine the 
tons of corn it 
helped to grind in 
the old days. 


Here is Celia Breen and her husband, 

Daniel J. Breen. Their daughter, Frances, 
out in California made the following 

recipe possible through them for us to 
enjoy. It being the FIRST official 
celebration of Thanksgiving by proclamation 
of our first President, George Washington. 


Celia is the one who is responsible for 
salvaging the "Franklin" stone in North 
Bellingham years ago. You can be sure 
that she has our historical interest at 
heart. 

When the stone "vanished" some years ago 
she was distraught no end. Couldn't find 
it no matter how hard she tried! Poor 
soul, she didn't know of the publicity 
prank that dear ole Ed pulled in order to 
get more attention to the Historical 
Commission. He concocted the idea to make 
the Board of Selectmen pay a ransom to get 
the stone back! ('Twas in his store all 
the time in a back room!) The ransom was 
a hair from the head of each selectman. 

He collected all right but where the hairs 
went to, we know not ! Man, he was one 
character we miss most oddly. The humor 
he was capable of generating was a most 
enjoyable adventure. Lucky Bellingham to 
have shared this witty life even if it 

was cut short in 197). Wonder if he still 
gets a chuckle out of his "31 miles to 
Boston" mischievous act ? 

Now that Celia knows what happened to 
"her" ‘stone she can rest in peace with 
maybe a retort now and then of, "Da:: 

Ed and his monkey business." Bet 

have a grand time someday when the 

over the "good old Days" for happy 

merry "soul"§ 

So, thanks Celia for making possi'i 

copy of a historic document to share 

us at this auspicious occasion. Le 
interest and smile continue to glad: 

many a heart. 


; 
ye 
* 
? 


* 


u 


SPN ee ns TT ge 


pnatrega 


Big eee 
zs Pesniet 


Ta TK 
O44) tie Wy 


2» 
a4 


ny ratecsaneuane a 


a 


od 
t 


ead are 


=vuasewasevonuty 
Neer es 3 4 Sd 


fl 


Fe hand 


hi? 
hen) yoar of une Lior) MSG 


peng 


of. 


= 

ss i iui z 
a f 3 a. 2 3 
7 $ * aes x 
. E oa 

Zz Re d 7 
? “ a ss 44 ’ 
‘ 52 2 ~ ~ - a eee 
Ls = = ae = 

OS 5 pce aril pial eer F = 


"Y 
Wy 


Swi ceATlsle 


Beet ks 


A 
4 
A be 


C 
UY 


Me SH ha pt 
ANH Ro ST VO al LY lah 
iat atte 


y Lipp y1//; 
| ! “aif init iG if 
| oe vA 


| a d Fe ; ON 2; . pace! ‘ sistas re pt, x \ - = 
pedo pM Rs Ad Be sscinugasens: ETT Soe 


Courtesy Frances and Celia Breen. 


aoouccthog aI) DéOIDl OYPY 
fh na" 
WLI FW YPOP OYE aoUsaly /Pabog OY ? aupe |, hyn PP iva 


i“, touyf (p? ry pad OY MAY AYO PT PWD CRD. [PHYE WY (4POY 
ee tes YH DF raobounn fo pucode gor yp gun’ Payor 


Orr pwayou (pjor pe po w ur Tf, ANID ust YD (PRY PF Bale. 
mf) buys wiry POE YP BMW yr? / YasHT Pou’ hala wraye’) 


probly (PY? Oy 

(anny (p00 DUT Pap pua nunboun JpOY apn emo) 

‘¥p ON IP MOY jo dmva G oY, pour asoddref for 2000 HGP) of Jer 
Wa ards VE egies AA 
oo ipuw cwdbepy D (ppv draw oackboyy youn) ninef- of 
CY al pe SEAT 


onlay (Woyr Mad 1 HgaY? GWM (POYTD HY ur plogphor a 702) 


TH Ue up PHP 


eae Dep uagganyy op. PVOd Pony pun oar (Ogre obo -ogniey- 
anya 


andor gown cpepr ner cuogy rd crnyy: iuebae coprey WO 


hx won ; AYO? hep, curyhunes, 


ee 


laid clad ie 

poor onbo/> 

Wee se eres ae 
buffing pomer rps WI 

/Poplrni(y poptre Bog p 
“opp muorung §———_ucabirap ipagepT 


a sem 
PIMP 7 Es Tap ls up uaprh 
ny TT, 


We) J cuore bo wy 


3 mnof 0: atof 
(yoru, nes Een ae apron 


| OMT pr cage cep. gow <auvy haryay. ogni fo cobraway ). ntono rane spr 
pur chevy ig ‘grew cempup nd God pamppowo ag ged co:cur 


Cupyneg cups. 


TIP 9 Gipen ume ayp cH gn ref, frag LOS Galt 

re “fo ePr GI, poor wo unborn fo (hou Ppunod 4. 
Vg Papmunw Ayuom Af 7 Yoor youn aworbrrp fo Pounod C (pup 
probonn fo gud Wop ged DW) S$ Pbdiry M, ft) Moy (W707, pu 
(Pray ntoor Lunn PD Qo) Pru rgoreeb jp ppuned oe yorf 


NGG #0 @5 chesogoroo 


pp buroge goum gna'gn bryan 19f9 9000 roomy 

of, Popoat Mayo godt OY) QD) UBM | jopo PUD Funoy fy 

lf ATOM Lupoy av (WO f, tenoa gen: Lumuvegr o/s nes 
DW lof, ggon fo. -usods agm quar P Pun por. T 
fora By nlmonf é ponoDap Gi] Joo en puge fo unytnu hus 04) 
OM y0.Ypy 2. Spomby poss acodyapynn 4. estoy 
pow ory By Wynd mor y rdmnn ey “yyw ial 277 % 


A MCLTE 

WIM WNT pM 

che onion pooped na. chp augp WY IF purer yy yoru 2 
pow aioe bury yp_oy pod ayy buryoys Roh -yoojr ta pryrer 
: wap fo 20d 2 UW BAY) pun’ payor IU MAM PUT we 0 


PRESS 
ite RS (puv pozaod | crimp pur rouyo i pogrpod pe guy ypoob 


°*94y ounseer, ‘*oteytuey pusu3 pue Yota & easy NOK “*BuUeMOUEeYd STYUR 03 pesodxe 
eq TTf# Bunok oyy ABpowog *puBysuepuN sATOJ pto fTUO 3844 BTZTeysou aseyttnoed 
ou UZ} BuoTe umoq4 Jo 4no pus uz Ausw oq Aof yonm os quZn0rq sBy 4843 ueded meeup 
sty Supyanqunu uz £4 TekoT anok Jo oq ptnom ,kppg, pnoud moy *edoumg™ jo sezoys ey 
03% puB SAMO JO pUBT STYI SSOU0B 4NO peyoBoed sBy 4BYyy AUO4STY UMOZ UO UOTABOTTQNd 
uSqUEeUUIOD ETT TAdwTaD, 949 Jo Suytqyuyud eyq etqyssod BSuyysw ut suBek euyuU eseuy 
quoddns snozeue? anok aos ‘etTdoedsum04 pus uewzoe[es JO pavog oyy ‘nok 04 opnyyTqeus 
eTquny pue exzeouts ano sseudxe 09 A4ytunqaoddo sytyy e984 ‘uOoTSsstMUOD TBOFAOUSTH 
weySuttted anok se ‘om 4849 Jodoud pue 3uy44yFy ATUO St 47 omTy BuyayssyuvyL stu2 4V 

AY YINE OMUIOUY OfFxY “ali p> AYDM DIE YPN (-Pouy 

Nate Yoporudy pun ypmny Anni? /Tyoou aur reyomy ond 

(WO (TY POY (eM. “yoo i? pphunays yp rypmy ayy: bares 

(Puvn copy. (PK BLP aw pup cygrr ‘ayy Cyd /ryrny (ayy unopy gud 

Woy sney 1 ato}  Magony DIT U7 (ple grd as reyrny yo, 


| PY, Uprip rng; 


Apog OUT our toy OUD (Mannyy quret qucvy OYY. 
rybnoty) pod, busy a» buninnd : Ay grep AMOpUogy PI QT VKy 
ayy qh hop 990 yoo Luoiagyng olap for amon f pga obpoypy 

PYMON TF? DIY D Ie atapMg AunDup (yp atongy pun ONyfo 
(POY FUP MAN) “YIYE MIMD D Ud YD? Oe UD ny Dippy: WTOP S 
jj Ypr PUD (MOP PIOU Bi /kAMLE ijn bury ra ouuhiypy. gown QS 
nurtobinu ‘bor oonvpanddo fo, panony y cygnw fo anova 
% | ummp ayn fo Ingvey ¥ ‘pokboyy ems | (Pepguemny 
(Pvt (UDP) jv pdmovy St [PPP UMA (Poon ayy po 
seamen TnUy © aloyp2b9 If alah qouv por UPR > coun Opryne 
‘eg, Tr gm pur perry oy) ba poyr Po cusor «Pe, hopuny Peas 


buffing pooupgsompyy anny 


wes 
TER. : 
Oe (POM g PO8P9 by gntp) 
eae 
PEN LA Se Ree 
PR Be city (oy ono pur 
ee = ee Aawib uayonyp (LPP pre yy “Mop WH If obwvy fr gma 


: D nb9f DO) pun ipygor Laon ppo (Yio Uay ff pod aur 
ris AMPLY) (pun; prod yp mue UT QONU “PP OUL AT 79 loop 910) 
ss poddoys ‘ruony yp ged mur rpusode ngn > gof runny Iu 


AOD fp (Morag 


(rUuosayynorty | ; 
rypm ‘qour pwobry cpap fo ryo09 (rpg J. Qe. | . a heen EUS CIE, 

; WY (AOU oh OY YOY Y vat (ayy uno 5 / ( owe 9a) 
ter agonmen wagon front whee aay forenoon pin oye ny oats 
| aye pun Apna 


POM Oy wollp (pepo rnyor ial cur gnch pour ppunoyy 3,24 atof 


Ee Moi A Ga mow swolk hy ippwosine nprnodd x, rroprou pobe ipuonb ) cuopry ‘gpninoal 3) 


Dour (ypu) plore nur) p  kaobrr qroonge grew spoon ‘pegoodt mppunod © ivagehto oodles 


~ 
a 
SS 
ik 
& 
3 

// 


creeped prrsoyr sof oorycl qruagants a0 : 
of fo’ (1D (WY ob! Vi Med ele ey np QMDY AS 4 
Sui raven Meni 


0 mia | yoide } 

SUK | (aimee) | (oy ayy bury pw prog Pong; YL UATED Gr 
So bP Bore 
ARSE ESD |l!has By NS att, 


met ee | 


“3.09 oop Pr Mane 4 ! 
rn fo cypbag eteyvoud ef uono sayy pr Grtoy- (a9 cnr use, ag | 
v be poy Wp au 


HE ; | WU py wre ‘nonoway, yun of swneyf fo hd opp TH" RINK 


our : oP GP wk. Sy 
nuobwy $ ture ppv curyhund poyoor fo whworay yp 2 SDP 


Th Ro f seri) HS EMA Hon for eel Ei Vea 
omens A al eal nn tt ns 
Bah He EES ea : Bs: unennde peat was NaN | 

. - tt 


ll, 


ZB 


| 


= S7 


TRUE TALES of 


Nt Wy Vy 
Nf F 


AUN tS and SPOONS of YESTERYEAR 


It is unique in its own way that Belling- 
ham is "loaded" with ghost or haunting 
stories. It may seem ridiculous to some 
but it is true just the same 1! 


In the Woonsocket Call some time ago a 
story appeared about strange goings on in 
the Center Library by Linda Zazza. 


Here's another about the Library-- 
The Librarian was out when this scene took 
place while three ladies saw it happen. 
One of the ladies was referring to the 
filing cabinet near the entrance and they 
noticed the doorknob turn but no one open 
ed the door to come in! As the door had 
expanded from the humidity one lady hurr- 
fed to assist in opening the sticking 
door while the others watched, only to 
discover that NO one was outside trying 
to get in! Now three people are not 
blind--so who was trying to get in ? 
“Believe it or not." 


In the early 1900's a lady went visiting 
a friend a short distance away and while 
coming back in the dark she noticed a 
nearby neighbor from across the street, 
approaching. As she came side by side 
the lady greeted her neighbor who made no 
reply or any sign of recognition ! She 
hastened on and the lady saw her enter 
her home through the front door without 
even opening it J] Puzzled and chagrined 
at the unexplained occurrence the lady 
decided to inquire why she had not spoken 
to her. So she knocked on the door and 
was welcomed in by the neighbor with a 
cordial greeting and in answer as to 

why she had acted so replied that she had 
not been out of the house at all! Her 
husband confirmed it also. 

Being well versed in "Folk Lore" they 
concluded that it was a "sign" that the 
neighbor would soon move from there! 
Sure enough, later, they moved. 


Well, here's another rip snorter-- 


Several years ago this prominent couple 
were driving home West on Hartford Avenue 
on Route 126 and just as they were going 


_ over the route 95 on the bridge, suddenly 


'a@ person loomed out of the dark from the 


' avoid hitting him. 


railing and jumped right out in front of 
them. There was no way that they could 
They did ! There was 
no mistake for he was visible in the head- 
lights! Frantically, brakes were applied 
and they debarked with fear and trembling 
as to what would await them on the road. 
Looking all around and mystified, there 
was no sign of any body or damage to the 


car at all ! They had struck a "ghost"! 


The Ghost Train 

Even though it is fun to relate about 
the "ghost train" that ran through Belling- 
ham in the late 1890's it cannot be class- 
ified as a haunting tale because it was a 
real iron horse with passenger cars. 
However, the young may enjoy the tall"tale" 
in their imagination - so - why spoil it ? 

Some more-- 

A few years ago in a house on South Main 
street the occupants were subjected to 
odd noises; sound of clothes hanger fall- 
ing off a door, etc.. There was no sign 
of any hanger ! In a separate room their 
child screamed in terror until brought 
into the parents own bedroom. They watch- 
a door knob turning and twisting but-- 
nothing happened! Later on, using the 
name of a former occupant, when they heard 
noises, called out if they could help it 
and the "ghost" has not been heard from 
since ! Guess it did not like to be 
identified after all ! 


*Enough for now* 


Your kind letters have been most encour- 
aging and give a lift to our humble 
efforts in presenting past history along 
with a touch of humor now and then. 


Keep the letters coming. There are 
others who are eager to know if you are 
"still around" 3 


From Inga Cook, "I look forward to every new 
edition." 


And from Leo Dalpe, teacher in the Memorial High 
School, "When the Bellingham History course 


was first placed into the curriculum, it was 
a seventh grade elective involving about 180 


students. When the decision was made to 
keep the seventh grade in the elementary 
schools in 1979, the course went with them. 
----J am not presently teaching it. 
However, I personally made up Teaching 
Packets for the three elementary teachers 
who would be teaching the course. I have 
received many compliments from them on the 
course€e 
seventh grade students. That makes a total 
enrollment of about 260 students. The 
teachers involved are David Andreoini at 
Macy, Elaine D'Alfonso at Stall Brook, and 
Mr. Carabina at Assumption. 
We recently had a second set of slides made 
up in order to make sure we never lose the 
originals. Both sets are kept at the High 


school but only the duplicate set goes out 


from school to school when requested. 

_ The Crimpville Comments are great and the 
students seem to enjoy the new format. 
Keep them coming and keep up the good work. 
P.S, Thanks again for everything. 


Sincerely 
Leo Pe Dalpe." 


This most appreciated letter makes us aware that 
progress has been made in promoting Town History 
even though no mention has ever been made to the 
Townspeople about this course in any report from 
the school system annually. 
is due to the dedication of Mr. Dalpe in this 
Commendable endeavor. 


Some are bothered by the "long" time in between 
each issue now that we print bi-monthly, such as 
we hear fron Fred Rhodes in Maine, "It takes a 


The course is now mandatory for all 


(as of Febe1981) 


Credit and gratitude 


long 


time for the "Comments" to come but I enjoy 


them very much." 


Then 


from Vera (White) Abrams, "I still enjoy 
receiving them and find them so interesving 
Every other time there will be an item in one 
that brings back so many memories of my 
earlier life and the life of my family. 

Thank you for sending them to me." 


And fram Audrey (Brown) Reid we are informed that 


Also 


"The Caswell house on the first page (issue#72) 
is the farmhouse we first lived in when my 
parents came to Bellingham in 1928 although it 
certainly didn't look then as it eventually 
came to look in that photo, -----=This is the 
first I ever knew that it had any history or 
anything about its age and it is of course, 
very interesting. -----~I remember Ire 
Davenport very well, as a small child, and 
that he always had candies in his pockets for 
the children, also his pen and ink drawings 
with Scripture references on them." 

She also mentions that the son of Rev. Daven- 
port would give candies to children before 
church services; creating a problem for the 
parents. Meetings were called to discuss the 
situation to relieve parents of this bad habit 
being instilled in their offspring 3 "There 
are people in Colrain and Shelburne Falls 

who would really enjoy seeing a copy of this 
last issue." (#72 with drawings and poems by 
Reve Davenport.) MEMORIES « 


from Loula (Cole) Howard noting her experience 
teaching here in Bellingham and elsewhere, 
thescore years in 'my world of children! and 
presently the memory of joys through out, 
cheers me," 


Out from Fairfax, Iowa comes greetings from Robert, 


Nancy, Elizabeth and Katherine Cook, "Happy 
times and bygone days never depart; but grow 
more dear from year to year within the heart! 
They are direct descendants of Deacon Nicholas 
Cook of Bellingham and Walter Cook of Mendon. 


We also heard from Mrs. John Hunter (Lois Dean) 


Secret Ingredient 


Every now and then you run across 
radiantly attractive people and 
you're delighted to find they adore 
you, 
just about everybody—and that’s 
what’s made them radiantly at- 
tractive. 

—Mignon McLaughlin, The Second Neurotic's 


No Doubt About it! 


that she keeps up with our "Comments" along 
with her daughter, Shirley and son, John. 
Though they are scattered all over the country 
the "Comments" binds them together again with 
news from "home." 


Right at eye level on one of 
the glass panels of the main 
door into a large downtown 
drugstore, I encountered a 
small yellow sticker im- 
printed: “By the time you 
have finished reading this, 
you will have made an idiot 
of yourself going around and 
around and around and 
around in this revolving 
door.” 
And I had, too. 


—Roger Devlin in Tulsa Tribune 


till you realize that they adore 


Notebook (Bobbs-Merrill) 


The real boss in the house is the 
one who has charge of the controls 
on the electric blanket. B 


—Bill Vaughan in Kansas City Star 


In September of 1980 this gentleman observed his 8th birthday. A former town boy 
who served and suffered almost beyond human endurance in this struggle to live. So 
if you think you have problems--well, just listen to this and take heart that your 
complaint is not equal--no way. 

Born in 1896, went to Bellingham schools. Had the usual child diseases and school 
rivalries. Called to serve in World War I and participated in five battles and was 
gassed by the Germans. His Army career began in December 28, 191, and ended October 
11, 1920. At the end he was stationed at the Army Headquarters building in Coblenz, 
Germany. Later years suffered for five years with shingles that were most painful. 
Then suffered an attack of Spinal Meningitis. To add to the misery he had to have a 
cataract operation on his left eye. The last wallop as of August 1980 was to have a 
cancerous bladder removed with a loss of weight of 30 pounds. Still gets around 
though feeling poorly. (and who wouldn't?) Ralph White was the man above. 

Ralph also informed me that as a small boy he went down to the Red Mill and at the 
Sluiceway nearest the railroad tracks where a water power wheel was opereting,he 
would spear pickerel and suckers that came up to spawn. The fish came up as far as 
the water discharge from the wheel so were confined to a small area. He also had a 
chance tc see the picker and card machines in cperation in the two buildings called 
the "Rec Mill", powered by water from two sluiceways. All this had to occur before 
1909 when the mill burned down. The stone building near the railroad trecks was not 
damaged but disappeared after the flcod in 1927. Vaybe someone can tel] us what hap- 
penec end when that vanished ? 


Speaking of Birthdays--here is a random list of some real old timers selected for 
this issue. There must be many more so let us hear from you. + Marion Thayer was 91 
in June 1980; Ethel Spencer, 95 in July 1980; Elizabeth Whiting, 87 in February 1580; 
Glendolene Lee, 90 in September 15980; and from the list of Residents as of Jan.1,1980 
we note these: William Hughes, 82; Mildred Hughes, 81; Leila Dufresne, 88; Emma 
Guerin, 86; and Rose Russen,.87. We are proud of our Senior Citizens and congratu- 
lations tc all in Bellingham. ~~ Rose Russen died Aug.19,1980 


Quote: "The Height of Assininity-- 

How silly can we get by allowing the super educated nitwits to brainwash us into 
changing our simple designations for men and women into a neutral sex symbol with the 
use of "Person" as the characteristic expression ? Psychology does much to make us 
appear as stupid humanoids! Note that "Chairman" did not please them so they added 
three more letters to neuter it into "Chairperson" ! The Postal Service made sure 
that, male or female, “Postmaster" remained unchanged. How silly it would appear as 
"Postmaster person" or "Postperson" ! How about "Councilman" to "Councilperson" ? Or 
“Alderman” to "Alderperson" ? Take a "Mayor" and make it "Mayorperson" or "Mayperson" 
Hmmm? We'd resent it if they called a "Cowboy" or "Cowgirl" a "Cowperson", now 
wouldn't we ? Talk about horsing around--how!s this--a "Horseman" or "Horsewoman" 
altered to "Horseperson" ! The Funnies would be outraged to call "Birdmen" a "Bird- 
person" | Now when the preacher says "Amen", how come he doesn't say "Awoman" or 
simply “Aperson" ? They could drop "Man" altogether and use "Person" instead and 
make a "Woman" into a “Woperson".. Had enough of this nonsense ?" 

--Anon-- 
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BELLINGHAM HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Town Hall 
Bellingham, Massachusetts 02019 


FIRST CLASS MAIL 


SPECIAL DONATION HONOR ROLL 


Again, this issue is sponsored by generous donations from our "FANS" and we are so 
pleased to note that some have given again. 

FROM BELLINGHAM--Arthur White, Eugene Pelland, Jean Sneeden, Robert Hanson, Jeanne 
Longo, Beth Peck, Ernest/Rita Sawyer, Raymond/Claire Lemire, John/Florence McCracken, 
two "anonymous" donors ¢ Lloyd Brown, 

MILLVILLE --Chester/Ruth Knights. MENDON John Lundvall and a very special heartfelt 
gratitude to the Mendon Historical Society for a most generous donation. 
FRANKLIN--William Chapdelaine, Florence Thibedeau, Wesley/Bernice Bibbins. 

BUZZARDS BAY--Arminio Cubellis, WEST WARWICK,R.I.--Leon/Anna Gadoury. HAPEVILLE,GEO.= 
Gil Robinson. FRESNO, CAL---Florence Landry. MARGATE, FLA.--Raymond Woodward. 
BOYNTON BEACH, FLA.--Henry Guerin. The Commission would sure appreciate more local 
response to a request for donations. 


We are most pleased and appreciate the unanimous suvport that you gave us during the 
September 9th Special Town Meeting. Most of us have been volunteering our services 
at our own expense for nearly nine years and your endorsement of our humble efforts 
gives us a warm feeling inside. Thank You all. 

From the Bellingham Lions Club via Peter Ferrone we were given a large history book 
on Bellingham, Washington called "THE FOURTH CORNER". They, too, in the settling 

of their city were confronted with Indian problems. President Rene Fluette and his 
wife had made a recent visit to our namesake and the Central Lions Club there. 

We appreciate their thinking of us with the presentation of this book. Thank You. 
At our table on September 13th we were delighted to note the keen interest of young 
children as they were given covies of old numbers of our "Crimpville Comments." 

Many are saving every issue for future reference as a treasure from Bellingham. 
Again we remind you that you have a rich heritage to pass on to the young. 


Historian Chester Hood did some reviewing of the number of cattle raised in Town 
about forty years ago. The list is very imoressive and makes one wonder where they 
all went ? 


Hartford Avenue--H. Johnson 70 South Main St. Scott 30 
: 4 Couture 0 Staples 15 
High St. Hill 70 Burr 30 
Lake St. Crooks 70 Barrows 10 
Locust St. Geau ho Gelinas 30 
Fluette 50 Arnold 10 
North Main Hood ) Goldstein 50 
Hendry ) 110 Gagnon 25 
Kirsted) Others: 

South Main St.Wade*Rowse 110 Be Jomes 100 
Al Zhawred 90 Heh 60 
M. Schaefer (ss Depot St. Thayer 50 
R. Johns 0) Mechanic St. R. Patrick 10 

Hickson & Schretker lO Mowry 


Mechanic St. Cross twins 35 
Grand total approximately 1281. 
Now that's a lot of beef on the hoof for a small town ! 
Got any idea of the enormous quantity of milk that was produced? 
Just think of all the water that was needed and the huge amount of 
feed required to satisfy their hunger so that folks could have all 
the nourishing milk they desired and how about all the delicious 
ice cream that came as a by-product ! Another most useful part that 
when spread on fields made things grow like all get out! O'course 
you know what that was!) It was quite an era after all.... 


